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USEEC ALSO EOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PEPR, MOPS, CG, OAU, US, GW 
SUBJECT: ZAIRE'S FOREIGN MINISTER IN BONN 

SUMMARY: ZAIRIAN EOREIGN MINISTER UMBA, WHO IS IN THE 
ERG EOR MEETINGS OE THE ERG -ZAIRE MIXED COMMISSION, 

MET WITH EOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER YESTERDAY TO DISCUSS 
THE SHABA INVASION AND OTHER AFRICAN PROBLEMS. IN 
RESPONSE TO UMBA’S PLEA, THE FRG IS PREPARED TO PROVIDE 
ZAIRE WITH DM 3.5 MILT .TON IN HUMANITARIAN AID 
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(MEDICAL SUPPLIES.) UMBA ALSO ASKED GENSCHER TO USE HIS 
GOOD OFEICES IN ELICITING US SUPPORT FOR ZAIRE. UMBA 
PLANS TO REMAIN IN EUROPE UNTIL MAY 19-20 AND WILT. 

STOP IN RABAT ENROUTE TO ZAIRE. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE EOREIGN OFEICE HAS BRIEFED US ON THE CONTENTS 
OE GENSCHER'S TWO-HOUR TALK (AETERNOON OE MAY 16) WITH 
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VISITING ZAIRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER UMBA. AS MIGHT BE 
EXPECTED, THE EVENTS IN SHABA WERE THE MAJOR TOPIC; 

DISCUSSIONS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA AND OTHER AERICAN 
PROBLEMS COVERED WELL-WORN GROUND. 

2. UMBA BRIEEED GENSCHER ON THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
IN SHABA. ACCORDING TO UMBA, THE INVASION WAS THE 
MANIEESTATION OF A LONG-TERM USSR/GDR/CUBAN/LIBYAN 
PLAN TO TOPPLE THE MOBUTU REGIME. ON MAY 15, TWO 
BATTALIONS OF ZAIRIAN TROOPS HAD BEEN AIRLIFTED INTO 
THE EMBATTLED AREA AND UMBA WAS HOPEFUL THEY MIGHT 

TURN BACK THE INVADING EORCE. THE ATTACKERS, UMBA CLAIMED, WERE 
NOT REBELS; INSTEAD, THEY WERE FOREIGN-TRAINED, 

EOREIGN-EQUIPPED INVADERS. 

3. ZAIRE, UMBA SAID, WAS APPROACHING HER WESTERN 
ERIENDS EOR AID IN HER TIME OE NEED. ACCORDING TO 
UMBA, ZAIRE IS COUNTING ON $15 MILLION OE US AID, 

WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN REQUESTED. FRANCE HAS AGREED, 

IN PRINCIPLE, TO PROVIDE MILITARY HELP, ALTHOUGH 
DETAILS HAVE YET TO BE WORKED OUT. (COMMENT; THE 
EOREIGN OEEICE NOTES THAT ITS REPORTS PROM PARIS ARE 
LESS UNEQUIVOCAL. END COMMENT.) 

4. FROM THE FRG, UMBA ASKED EOR HUMANITARIAN AID AND 
MORAL SUPPORT IN HER STRUGGLE. GENSCHER REPLIED THAT 
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THE ERG WAS PREPARED TO SEND DM 3.5 MILLION WORTH 
OP MEDICAL SUPPLIES FROM BUNDESWEHR STOCKS ON AN 
IMMEDIATE BASIS. MORE HUMANITARIAN AID MIGHT BE 
PORTHCOMING AS ZAIRE'S NEEDS BECOME CLEARER. UMBA 
THEN ASKED THAT THE ERG REMIND THE US OP THE BIBLICAL 
STORY OF "THE PRODICAL SON." ACCORDING TO UMBA, "WHEN A 
MAN HAS A RELIABLE SON, HE SHOULD DO EVERYTHING SO AS 
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NOT TO LOSE HIM." GENSCHER MADE NO COMMITMENT. 

5. UMBA CONFIDED THAT HE HAS BEEN INVITED TO STOP OVER 
IN RABAT AFTER HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE FRG ON MAY 19 OR 
20. THAT INVITATION HAD BEEN CONVEYED ORALLY THROUGH 
THE MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR IN PARIS. UMBA WAS NOW AWAITING 
RECEIPT OF A WRITTEN INVITATION TO THE SAME EFFECT. 
(COMMENT: THE GERMANS ARE PERPLEXED BY UMBA'S 
EMPHASIS ON RECEIVING A WRITTEN CONFIRMATION, SINCE 

UMBA IMPLIED THAT HE WOULD NOT GO TO MOROCCO WITHOUT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ONE. END COMMENT.) 

6. ACCORDING TO UMBA, ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KAUNDA HAD 
RECEIVED A SPECIAL AMBASSADOR FOR ZAIRE WHILE HE 
WAS IN LONDON (MAY 15.) KAUNDA HAD CONDEMNED THE 
ANGOLAN "ADVENTURERS" AND INDICATED HIS CONCERN THAT 
ZAMBIA'S BORDERS WERE SO DIEFICULT TO CONTROL. ZAIRE, 

UMBA SAID, WAS CONVINCED THERE WAS NO ZAMBIAN COLLUSION 
IN THE ATTACK. 

7. IN RESPONSE TO GENSCHER'S QUERY, UMBA SAID THE 

OAU WOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT THE INVASION, BUT IN LIGHT 
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OF ITS DEMONSTRATED INABILITY TO ACT, ZAIRE WOULD NOT ASK FOR ANY 
OAU ACTION. 

8. OTHER TOPICS COVERED IN THE GENSCHER-UMBA TALKS 
INCLUDED: 

- ANGOLA: UMBA SAID NETO AND VP LARA ARE BOTH VERY 
SICK. IN ANY EVENT, NETO IS NO LONGER IN CHARGE. EVEN 
THE CUBANS SEE THIS AND, IN FACT, ARE IN CONTACT WITH 
ROBERTO HOLDEN. 

- RHODESIA: UMBA OBSERVED THAT THE AFRICANS ERRED BY 
CONSIDERING NKOMO AND MUGABE AS THE ONLY TWO 
ZIMBABWEAN PATRIOTS. 

- NAMIBIA/SOUTH AFRICA: GENSCHER EXPLAINED THE LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WEST'S NAMIBIA INITIATIVE, NOTING 
THAT CONTACTS WITH SOUTH AERICA ARE ESSENTIAL TO KEEP 
UP A CRITICAL DIALOGUE. 

STOESSEL 
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